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2 Cor. 13. It, 
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UNTO 


JFHOVAH 


T HE 


GOD of PEACE 
And LOV E. 


RDATHER » Mer- 
&] Cics,phs out of meer 
| nm 108 haſt ſent 
wu O N. the . 
= A of Peace, 

to make our peatr 
pith Thee ; commanding us , 45 tr 
expeft the Heſſed Benefits of bir 
Coming , t# live in peace , to put 
on bowels of kindneſs, and to of 
and forge one another ; Pardon, 
pe Jp _— "9 Thee , th: 


great 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
great negleft of this Tmportant 
Duty, togebber with themany-at be 
Crying Sins, that/juſth provok 
thine Anger,and procure our Woe; 
and ſend down the Spirit of Pro= 
muſe, who , by bis Work of, Hojeneſ 
in us, may reconcile us firſt unto thy 
Holy Self , and then among ſt our 
ſinful Selves , henceforth to [ive tn 
Chriſtian Concord , Charity, 
and Mutual Condeſcenfion: 
And, to this purpoſe'graciouſly vouth- 
- ſafe to forgrve the Author's failings, 

accept of , and ſucceed theſe Ji 
fincere Endeavors unto thy 
Church's Peace , ber Enemies 
Shame, 4nd the Glory of thine 
own Rich Grace, through our only 
Peace-Maker 


Thine Holy Child 
JESUS 


(3) 


An Fndeavor 
F.Q R 


PEACE 
Among Proteſtants. 


HEN I conſider 070+ 
with my fclt how 
mamtold ; and 
what - Powertul 
» Obligations unto 
all Patience and 
Forbearance , all 
Love and Brother- 
ly-hindne crowards 
one another, the Holy Goſpel laycth on 
the Profeſſors of it ; and obſerve with 
grict of Hcart, what a Spirit of Contra- 
diction and Defiance to thoſe Heaven- 
| ly Graces 1s reigning, or rather raging, 

now amongſt Us, I cannot torbcar to rc- 
| peat his words, that ſaid, Aut hoc non 
eſt Evangelium , aut nos nox. ſumus Evan- 
gelict- 


(s) 
gelici. *Tis either not the Goſpel that we 
have, or we do wat live thereby at all, But 
as the Former part of that Disjunfive is, 
ro our great comfort, certainly falſe: ſo, 
ro our greater ſhame, the Latter is 0 


page cruC. | | 

leſſked be God , his Word is yet a- 
mongſt us ; bur { alas! alas!) we bear 
not duc regard unto the Holy Precepts of 
it. Why ſhould I go about to inſtance 
in thoſc ma Cbriftian Duties , 
which arc ſhghred almoſt unto ſcorn ; 
when m_ =_ Vertwue uf pond Tien 
very Badee and Livety iſtiani 
our Bleſled Saviour, Mata Charity, (cern- 
cth robe proſcribed by us, or cd 
under foor? Ir is the —: ty $ New. cov- 
»andement, (arnh our Lord ; and rhe fab 
filling of the Old ones, his Apoſtle tells us. 
Navy, and without rx , he doth affure us 


1, * el{cwhere , the greateſt exce"encies arc 


zery xothings. It (auch a Leading Grace 
ſball fall Jhow ſhall her Retiree ſtand? 
\hat Fruits of Chnfttanity can be ma- 
mtc{ted , where the Profeſſion of 115 dif- 
claimed ; or, at the very beft,near ſtifled ? 
The#Fownder of 617 Relteion fpake mt; By 


4 
this 


Ct —  —————p—þ_____—._—____d. 


(17) 


this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſci- 
ples, if ye have love one to another, It 
that be therefore gone, the World may 
juſtly think, we have bad adicu to our 


Difciple ſbip xnto C brift, rogerher with it. 


But none occaſion of this kind was (2) Prim-- 
wont to be afforded by the Church in ** £-v*- 
Primitive Times. T he mutual love of Chri- 
flians then , was a Convinang Proot of 
true Chriſhaniry being with them. - ki 
wroughr amazement im ther Encmics,to 
behold che vigor of their Aﬀection , and 
'ewas become an Heathenith Provcrb,See kh 
Bow they fove one another , and are ready to «ji, 41.5, 
re one for another. Thus ar that rime, the 7 = 
word of Chrif# was tranſcnb'd meo the + 
bearts of Chriſtians. The Scnpuares =— 
not ſpoken in vain to them , Be kind 

ror d one ant another , put or Obl. 3. 12,01 
of _ forbearing and forgrozng one 

2, Bear ye oxe angthers Ef, Gal. / 

indo fol I the Law of Chrift: Efpecralty, 
Let the flireng bear the infirmities ras the Rem. 17-1, 
weak, and not pleaſe t : 
bowrs , for their good to Edifcarion: — 
becoming all cbinas xnt0 all men; foil endea- ' © 


voring 


{ 
' 


(8) 
woring to heep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Bondof Peace; and'therctorc following 
after the things that make for that , when 
they were departing fromathem, 

Theſe, and many other Paſſages: of 
this nature, were not ſpoken, as! ſaid, 
in vain to 7hem. But as for Vs, on 
whom the , Ends ( and 1o it (ſecms the 
Dregs) ofthe World are come: How valtly 
diftcrent 1s the Calc with Vs * Can we be 
rcaſonably judg'd Children of the ſame 
Father , that arc fo unlike our Elder Bre- 
thren; and have fo little Duty for Him , 
by whom we-were Begorten? How arc 
thc Bowels of Compaſſion now ſhutup ; or 
rather turned into the. Cruelty ot an 
Oftrich in the Wilderneſs? Our Charity, 1n- 
{tcad of thinking none Evil, ſeems rather 
plotiing, it not practiſing , the very 
worſt thereot ! Patience and Forbearance 
are degenerated into catching Brethren 
by the ] broat. And our Bearing one anc- 
thers Burden, 1s' nothing clſc, bur la- 
bouring to break once anothers Back. | 
Difterent Opinions breed Evil Surnulcs, | 
thoſe. alienate Aﬀections ,” thence ſpring 
Divitions, they bring torch Qpneenuons, 
thereon 


(9) 
thereon grow Reproaches; Revenge fol- 


lows them, wich manifeſt Jcopardy of our 
Joynt-ruin in the Iflue. For mot plain it 


is, That to biterhus, and devour one another, © 


is the ready way to be conſumed one of an- 
other ; at Icait co invite a worſer third to 
makea prey of both And yerthus mor- 
cal (trite 15 bezween Brethren Our Facher 
Abraham - ( as well as our Heawenly Fa- 
ther) crycs out againſt i. They , that 
arc going to the ſame home, fall out by 
the way. Brother ſcjepb torbad it {trict- 
ly. Nay, an Apoſtle uſcth a Spiritual 
C harm tor Veace and Concord ; able, a 
man would think, co overcome Deaf- 
Adders ; There 1s one Body , and one Spti- 
rit, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme , 
one God and Father of ai ! And ycr alas, 
we (top our Ears ; and will nor be at- 
tcctcd! 

T beſe T ares, we are ſure, were never 
ſown by God. No 'tis the! Enemy hath 
done this. And He hach Agents nor © 
tew amongſt us, to ſerve Him in this 
wicked purpoſe, and fow the ſceds of 
Ditcord tor Him. It we do not ſhut our 
Eycs with wiltulncſs, we cannot bur ſee 

B thc 


- 


mm. 


CT. 4 


(43) Whencs 


now loj7. 


—_— 


(19) 
the Popiſb Snake , that lurketh in che 
Graſs. Here, he 1s at his After-game ; 
and zow accountcd by Jum far che furer. 
Down-right, and y or Force, (crves not his 
turn ,as yet: but hehopes, that this more 
Cloſe, and Curſed Fraud raay do it atthe 
laſt. And who can poſlibly torbear to 
ſay of the Subtle, as well as Bloody Feſuit 
Is not the hand of that Joab in all this ? 
Ot him , and bis Complices , the Poets 
words arc true. 


Hoc Ithacus welit , £* magno mer- 
centur Atride. 


And the proſpect of too much Succeſs , 
makes them ſay in ther hearts; Aha, fo 
would we have it. For Thus they con- 
clude, to ſwalow us up. Machiavel 1s 
their own , and without Book : Divide 
them , and deſtroy them. Let them but 
ger, and keep our Waters troubled, they 
make no doubt of Fiſh cnough into cher 
Net. As they fir d Loudon , to make a 
Booty for Themſclves ; ſo they blow up 
our —_ to make us Both ther Prey. 
And wethe whule, as if ordained tor the 
Snare , cither do not ſce it ; or will nor 
regard 


(#t) 
revatd it. Difpunng fill for Shadop. 
wherrthe Cas ending Quarrek 
ling' about Zack and Stredirers, Whit 
the Ship isfinking ; and'fightng'for Pur 
Filio's , now our Throars are cutting! 
Themlſclves well-knowing _ thatour Di- 
vifions arc all their Hopes ; as our Vion 
wotild be their Confiiſron; A Sheaf of 
Arrows cannot be bent by a Gyants 
{tretigh, bat unlooſe ctheBundle , and 
x Child can' break them ſcverally. Hail 
the Cariatii kept rogether, Horatinrs had © 
never” been' the Conqueronr. Bur the 
ſame Stratagem'that ſever'd them), flew 
them alſo: Sha! we fate better , that a+ 
be-fool'd' much worſe? Who arenot only 
parted front, btit'(ct ore againft diiother ! 
And what 1s it for'? Fvcnthat, which 
whether won of loft , Gor biibwrs,- 18 110- 
thing worthy of the Adventure for it! 
Yer this we do'; and' whilt che Bloddy 
Fnemy watchcth the adVahragt off our 
Hears', to ſwallow Bdth. - Fow oft have 
my fad' thoughts: been filed-witlt thi& 
Pitch d Battle ewixt the Motſe atid-Froo 
about the Empire oP the-Ferit? They 
are ( Good Things!) ſo citerupe#fivhes 


2 mn? 


'2 


( 4) How to 
be recovered, 


(12) 


ing for that Poor Booty , as totake no no- 
tice Of the Kite that hover'd over them, 
and obſerved all; until one Swoop of 
hers too late intorm'd them of their 
Folly ; and cnded both ther Strife and 
Lite rogether. Mutato nomine — 

Too much of thus alrcady 1s too truc 
of Us. May the Good God, who alone 
hath ſav'dus hitherto , prevent its bein 
wholly ſo. Bur, ſhall wc ſtill be cake, 
and purſuc our wonted Mcthods 9 W1ll 
no Allarum wakcn us, now when Han- 
nibal 1s at our very Gates? Mult we a- 
bide at Daggcrs-drawing , about clic 
Pins and Suffers ot the Tabcrnacic ; 
till Church and Goſpel , togerticr with 
our Property , Liberty, and L:{- it (eli be 
loſt ? Reuben's Drviſuons Aid cot Vreat 
thoughts of Heart And (ſhould do now, 


What ſhall we ſay tothis? And how 
ſhall we make our Moan * Is there no 
Balm in Gilead? Is there no Pyſician 
there? Enough, no doubt, an! ſparc 
of Healing Meticines may be found in 
the Holy Word ot God. But this naugh- 
ty World of Mcn will none of Toa, 

Anc 


(43) 

And chen , what (can dio kindelt Influ+ 

ences of rhe Heavens do'good/ upon:the 

Barren Heaths,and Deſert Wilderneſles *:r. «0 6 
Oh! For anocher * Conflantirie to a- #6 44s 4m 


riſe! Authoritatively to conjure down all wu ſomm 


mHIre , ame ds 


Diſcords, and charm us into Peace and; pr pain 
Concord nc mi 


Would butthe Higbeſt Powers, 1nimm1S oe es. = toms 


4dimn 0 4 re0 4s 


tation. of the Good Samaritane;, vouch! mu, yu. 
ſatc to apply meet Leminves to the Th © 


m/e 3.37.2 


Church's Wounds, altho her Caſe be dan- (ous 


* &, ram opens- 
gcrous,l ſhould have lively hopes, /twould, ms ner 
yet be far frona beingideſpicraret.//: Rub. & Vis 


Doubtleſs , There arc tuch Gene br 
Medicines, which would we but mate 
ule of , would prove of. ;Sovereign Ver: 
tus ; not only withour al) Har, but tru- 
ly. without reg/ Smart to anyother, than 
ur Certain Enemies. 
But the Great Queſtion is, What thoſe -. 


Remedies are? . 


Tis ſo indeed, and whatſoever Man'(s) The 
ſhall think , the Scarcher of all Hearts 2***" 


_ Encrur arc 
doth know , I cannor rake my Sclt tor a OS 
Meet Reſpondent here. Ido not mean,by 4 
rcaſon of the Danger inthe Underrake- 


mecnr : 


(14) 
ment : bur nane Inſfufhcency , eraly, to 
do it ra the bet advanrage. Touchng 
that former, Þ know , 'tis grown Prover- 
bial weh'Us: Part @ Fray, anid pet a bro- 
hen Pate for your pains. And I remem- 
beroncemy felt was-wienchs of the ruth 
thereot. And every man will ſay, tharx 
Proper Anſwerer to the Queſtion-, will 
plainly prove an ho to a Quarrel. 
Buc this aftects me lice, becauſe in 
crachy, Thope, I ſhould rejoyce atHeal- 
ng'ot the Church's Wounds, alcho'my: 
(eſt ſhould be thereby wounded. Nor ' 
ſhould-I1 grieve (lerrhe Terms be hard) 
to be: nuſtaken asan EFnemy/unto ether” 
ſide,” upon condition I'gould make both: 
Fnends: Bur the” difeouragetnent liech! 
only in the Latter. The Wortk's: roo! 
weighty for ſo weak an' Hime and Head 
as mine. A\ Parliament! orax'C orvorathon, 
or ſome Reverend Fathers ;. x1eafttſbme 

Eminent Doftor , ſeems only fiering for it. 

"Tis very-erue;. Bur it ſore wart op- 

porranity,, others good-liking, rot); a, 

chrough one infehcny or other, do vinit' 
ic, muſtrit: be akogcrher left undone ? 

Uprighnets of :the mma, notwatRand- 


ng 


{as) 
ing other Defects , 1s ofren blets'd with 
| berrerSuccdls; andalways maketh good 
| amends to him chat ruancch on irs Ex- 
' rand. However, if an Houle ſhall chance 
' to bc on fare, the Maſter , I contcls is 

moſt concerned ; but yet che mcaneſt of 

the Family s obliged, th to diſcover, 

and endeavor to extinguiſh it: nor wall 

he be blamed for fo doing. Crefus his Howe. is. » 

Dumb Son , that never ſpake before, 

would then cry out, when he ſaw his 
| Father's life in danger. And who can 
hold his peace, now, when the Church, 
our Mother, hath the Popiſh Knife juſt 
/ ather Throat? Formypart, however 
' un fare with others, furcly my thoughts 
would doom mc tor a Baſtard ; ſhould 
I be files. The: Holy Plalawit, rouch- 
ing himſclt, went a great way farther. 
| Quothhe, If I forget thee , 0 Jeruſa- 
| lem , let my right hand forget ber cunning. 
Nay , If I do not remember thee , let my 
Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth. An 
| Imprecation of perpetual filence on him- 
{ Afclf, m caſcheſpake not, what he could, 
1 onthe bchalf of the Church of God! 


Thus 


— 


"al. 135. 5,6- 


(6) And 
Ky. (4a E y- 
gary in 4 
Partitulars. 


(2) 


(3) 


(15) 


Tins then, imploring help from Hea- 
ven, will make me venture onthis, as dif- 
ficutr ; as needtfnl Endeavor. In manage- 
ment whereof 1 may have leave , mc- 
thinks , for finding out the way of Ac- 
commodanon . modeſtly to make En- 
quiry upon theſe four infuing Points: 


* 1: What it che Right Reverend Fa- 
* thers, the Biſbops, hencctorth ſhould 
* adnut a Standing Council of Presbyters ; 
* without Advice. and Conſent whereof, 
© chey-ſhould never pals any Act of Ordi- 
" zation Or -Juriſdichion* 


* 2. What, if thoſc 7 bings amongſt us 
* (1 mcan the Ceremonies ) 'thar may be 
* ſpared, and arc by the Church pro- 
* tels'd Indifferent in their Nature , thould 
* be allo ctr ſoincheir Vſe # 


* 3. What, if none other D-+{rration 
* or Subſcription , WEre required now of 
* Miruſters, thanin the Re1gn of King Ed- 
* ward 6, and the Beginning of Queen 


* Elizabeth; wiz. Only tothe Doctrine of our 
* Church ? 


a. What, 


Y kt TITTEIRTTTTToOU——_—Y 


(17) 

T + What , if thoſc Orilain'd+by: 
* Presbyters,, when Biſbops rwcre'remo# 
* vcd, ſhould not betirged torake New 
* Grders,, bur only a Lizencer tram the 
* Biſhop , . on due Qualification tor the 
* Excrcilc of their Munitry? | 

Would not - hereby«-our} CAnrTh's (7) Advan 
Hends be {txengrhened ; arid the Heart 2974 
of . Rome grow. weak as Watcr hereup+ 0 Gn 
one. Might wenothope rtoſce the Heart +-pe: to 
of (in a manner) Al the men in this our #**< 
Judab RO Shove as the heart of 
ane max , an meet Deveron wo God, cho 
King,. and Church ? There is no doubr 
on t,. but. that the moſt. conſiderable Party « 24x 
ef \Difſewtors would .regdvce to.fcorfach hats” 
Charnahle, aud. Gracious Condefcenſi- 11pm 
ons; and gratrhkullyacceperhercof. Ani eing Þ1h 
'tis. notorious, that ſeveral of the moſt 009" 
Reverend. Fathers , and. mott Emmneti << 


cially His Ma- 


Daofots of the: Chareb, havcralccady des vs Pots 


. 


clargd their Pipuglndinatronsrothe fubbs Eh ap 


& v4. 


ance of this 1 nechromenas 
on only , the katc Moſt Reverend Archbi- 
4.o, de . mamas WE INC: « ncoome o 
ig bt Revereyd Bejrop of Norwich, * Do- inogey + 
ctor Hal and bei; 
1 


currantly 


all 6«bcrs (asriev = 


(8) Fsriber. [| And though grant our 


Reaſons ts 


bope ſues. ire moſt Learned: and 


(18) 
cufrantly\faid ) a Right (ne od Biſto "gp, 


yotalivem a\late kearn 

_ peaccable 7 Hrat:; gm, u_"_ thoſe 
wo Renerend:Delers (to'natnt no more ) 
of Paxls and Canrerbury: The latrer of 
" which thinks we have #0 cauſe to doubt, but 


that the Governors of -our Church are Per- 


 fons of that Piety lm Prudente ; that for 
| Peace ſake,” avtl in order 1 frm Onion 
. amond Proteflants”, 


they would 'be content 

(if, that would do it) not"to inſiſt on littte 
things \, but to\yietd them up ; whether th 
the Infurmity,' ar Importuny\ ' br, perþ yp 
in ſome ery few things \, "to "7he- 
E xcep tions of thoſe rhv differ frond Os. / 


At 
of ethac 
Pious, do cor- 


many 
by Warr 


fairs are ſeriled;, \and'many 


{nencioully acquiclce 
hr — A re _ beg boy 
Wiſe remainung 
char/upon account of: 
n arc bound'to 11 
humbly ask why, for the pod of God. 
ths C borck Our Sotvesahd dear Poſterity , 
we ſhould nor- diſappoine-our & E- 
NENMCS, ind Seco '2s, Seiteſt Prkcidch 


(b37b3 upon 


hs... 


(x9) 
yu ſuch cheap,' and\ ſafe, and\ honour 
terms, as'thioſe ?/ \Merkunks,) borb ſide; 


fo doſcly mcering«in the: {oo cy X 


ples, \ſhouldnor allow Ta 
theſe-lictle ones ; berween 'them/ And 
all: Meri grant char they arc 'ſuch to 
rativel "If webur puran cqual rs 1-7 
inro rhe - orher Srale,, how will ix xouch 
the very' Ground? Our Church's 1 
tine, inthe Beokofi: Articles, ant thoſe 
of: Howilies ; hatch he ors Hedrt 
as well'as Hand, ſer thertunto-motbrea- 
dity rhe Subftance of : our my 
foipar.che-CommontÞr ayers, hinh: 

tended; mw a. Y by: Vid wn 
conforauſts,” and'paſlerh rm "wack 
the \Newi\ The Kings Suprom & 4= gr out 
— CY 


reaper phy rata 7 Oy 


the mot 


Chluidand Bed; donkey Leanbreder 
— recep) > rn hn redforitheny'!!-1t nor 


ſo tarrogcthcr on their fourney for. 

( tar beyond halt way';: uni fot 
the End rhereot ) fhould rot: tdntinic 
4o: —— 4} -(Blpecially ; 7 farce 


Cl wel ON IIOTRELL ther 


the \preare/tPiryicheh,-rhar! thoſe whb go | 


Iftanec mn © 


3 ; 
= 
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their * parting here, | by reaſon of the 


+. «<3 hotrible\ Dahger of char Road, - cannot 


be ſafe ro Either ; but! 1s moſt jeopar- 
dous unto Borb? Sure, 'ris norill becom- 


nr +4 ing anlfer (and fa the #iſer) Brorber 


; inſuchaCaſcas thiscoſtoopainteto the 
i” Weakncs of the Fernger, 1n keepmg 


nr. *. company full ;and whenhercby, he (hall 
» 1o- NOL £O one ſep:the farther our of the 


ricsreſmmned, * 


'”" ready Road-wnto! their Fathers Rouſe ! 
Tis trucindced, good: Manners bid. the 
Junior y\cld. -Burit he do not, whether 
out of Humorun or of Conſcience(andLove 
will chink ct beſt) fbll the Good Nature, 
nay the Predence-at the Serior;, will not 
ker him ſtand: rob itifi-upon his terms , 

whcenupon both ſides, / doth lieatftabe. 

Ahd that 'tis fo with Vs in England, will 
be denied by none, but him that' hopes 
roſecall loft 5 which 'cannac be prevent- 
cd 'incither. 11 Humane Reaſoh;, but. by 

. our gerting and keeping cloſc together. 

crefore letme beg leave to reſume 
the Enquiries made about Accomodarti- 
on; andto conſider calmly, and inthe 

_ won Boommong an ot be any juft 

We! ons for thundring/Coan- 

Cnatnine them. And 


(21) 
And Firſtabout a fanding Comncil of * 
Presbyters with the Biſbop ,  &C. 


Whar, I beſcech you, 15. the danger , ©1995 


what can be the damagchencc,unto thoſe 
Reverend Fathers * | have nar asked yer, 
what can there be of either kind, that (hall 
deſcrve ro turn the Scalkc againſt thoſe ex- 
1 cellent Benefits of preſent Peace, aud future 
Safety,to our Church The reaſonis, think 
there is no need of adding that; for 
They, \norwitttanding this Gontelbon ; 
conunuc Mcmbers both of Parliament 
and Privy Council, as before. Enjoy the 
ſanic Revenuesand Rennues,' they were 
wont to do. And have diſpotal till of 
| the Old Preferments char -belonged ro: 
them... \ Thus far-chere is no loſs. Will 
not their Piors Wiſdoms yuiltly account it 
7 Gain, to havcan Heavy, /androo- Hea- 
vy.a Burden on ther Shoulders, made 
more:Light,by othcrs bearing Part there- 
of; I mcan the Government at'rhole 
very many particular ' C tions 
withintheir ſevcral Diocefles? To be ſure, 
by chis means, berrer: Proviſion 1s likely to 
be made, both tor the Peoples Souls here, 
and 7 heir onn hercaftcr; .ar the' Great 
Reckoning 


(22) 
Reckoning Day. And all-Mecn grant., In 
the multitude of C ownceltors rhere is ſafe J 

Prov. 11. 14- 

'Boſlides, colimbly begs” d. that they 
would plcaſc ro.call ro mund theſe three 
Particulars: 

1. Biſhops did thus ralc in the firſt and 
purcit tumcs, notto infilt uporr the AÞo- 

 flolitalC anflitmions (fo called) which purs 
Biſhops as inthe roem of Ged , \and*Presby- 

ters of rhe Apoſtles ," 7 anquamt” Conſiliarios 
Epiſcoporum ; as the Biſk.ops C oamcellors. 

%1 7.1.7. Jonatins, 1n ins Epiſtle to the Mugneſuates, 
ters the Biſuops. es Gods Vica's, ) end the 
Presbyters as' an. Apeſtolital Senate unto 
there. Nay, St.Cyprian, a Biſbopahd Mer- 
tyr {/ did nothing ever in his Church without 
the-Counſel of his Presbyters. And this was 
the Reſoluwon hetook up, when Hirſt he 
centred on Jus Epiſcopet Officer To con? 


a ——w TY — OP 


In com mung dt- clade; &. Jerome pe proriſy aflerrs it as 
of aDutyy: That Biſhops $ -” Peters hy 
joynt Advice ſbould g the Chaxh. 


cz ate; 3 Jofamah manifeſtly to have betn 
our vcty Conſtitution here in Bagland, 
howe't in time-it comes 2c difured, 
For wherctore cite ſhouk rhere'beGol 


ledges 
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dg OSes Engg ed x ey Carport, cone 

ſting of many Pres r afſi- 

Nance of the Bishop by.a Council? 

3. "AIR Graciqus . Sovereign { whom ws 
God Almighty, long, preſerve and prof. * Pw 
per) ſometime both thought well of, and: ky 
= Jag 3 Coyncy, inthe reſpective, is 

ot, gee Church; 
leaving Ceremonies that Way 2. Enquiry. 
be pit mo vie Cor 'd indifferent in 
their Nature to be ſo in their Uſe. 

And where, Thamblypray, can be the (x0.) re 
hure,of a Condeſcenſiva in this ſecond v= free 
Calc? Gods Warship 1 is not at all impair Aeon, 
hereby ; For, thas rheſe Thingyarc no kind 
of Far thereof,ourChurch alert ia 

rutb aud Conflancy,,.,, Nor, js 
any kl A: 


Do. hence umo the ans) 


Bi m an ect.” "Tis perfect Me- 
bids wi a Bug: 0 nog at- 
fri We! ane $35 bace ay RE ot the 


C marches Repurarion . thug ober 
much : She hads "_ an theis vx _— 
own Nature they are indiffetent, aud for juſt © * © 
regſox they way be Km And thereupon, 

. Obligauon to their; uſe, 15, ceas'd.. 
Naw the Peace = Safety of the Church, 


arc. 


Can, 9. 


( 24 ) 
are ſuch weighty Conſiderations, that to 
teave them. free on thoſe Accounts, is 
wuly Chriſtian , and Ilighly Honourable. 
Nor would this be the firft Infkance of 
(ch kind of Condeſcenfion in our 
Church; and when che Caſe was nothing 
near ſo urgent as 'tis now. For the Con- 
{tirutions Eccleſiaſtical of 1846, have 
cheſe words: In the Praftice or Omiſſion of 
this Rite, we defire the Rule of C barity, pre- 
(cribed by the Apoſtle, may be obſerved : That 
they who uſe this Rite, deſpiſe not them who 


uſe it not ; and thoſe who uſe it not, condemn 


not them that zſe'it. And it 1s as cafic ſure, 
to uſe the Pluralas the Singular Number. 
Let but this Rite be read , theſe Rites ; 
more would not be dcfired ; and in our 

reſent Circumſtances, Ihumbly think , 
[cl cannot reaſonably be aftorded. It tru- 
ly favours of an Apoſtolical Spirit mn All, 
as well as One indifferent Thing ; and thar 
may be f| to allow thus Liberty. 
Which will be plain ro them chat will 
conſulr rhe 14th to the Romans ,' and take 
the Apoſtles own Behaviour, for a Com- 
ment on that Text: He was made All 
Things unto All, to ſave ſome. To thoſe un-- 


der 


(25) 
der the Law as ſuch; and to thoſe without, 
like wnto them. And: NG 

; left that either should miſcarry, or 
an be boft ; 1 Cor. 9. 20, 21,22. And 
that danger ſcerrs greater now, thanire was 
then; with Vs, atleaſt, if not with all Re- 
formed Churches ; as there is roo much 
cauſe to tcar. 

Hear whar a Reverend Author (fup- 
pos d a preſent Prelate) ſpeaketh, and his 
words deferve to be engraven in Gold: 
Is not the Body more than Rayment, the Sub- 
flance more than Ceremony? Will you not 
quit the latter to preſerve the former * But 
if you will keep both; God grant you loſe not 
hborh. And mark the peaccable Tempets 
of the Beft Primitive Bishops ; norwith- 

ng difference in Opinwon about 
rheſe matters , by Ireneus's Letrer 
unto Vifor. This Roman Bishop played 
the Procruftes about ſuch poor conterns we 


ſpeak of; andthe World, forſouth, muſt 
excher bend to him,or break. But Trenous 


(as well as other Biſhops) jaſtly and ſha 

ly doth chaſtize bent os awd Fl 
.\ And las him know, that his Ehavil 

our was unhkke ro _ Brhops clſc- 


WHhcrec ; 


all chis for the Goſpels *_ 


(26) 
where ; and his own Predeceſſors alſo. 


Kibile omen They bad, and fill did live in Love and 
nin; Peace, notwithſtanding different Sentiments 


& ramen 6 


about indifferent T hings. Nay, * Sozomen 


-»»m. 1444. tells us, In thoſe times it was judg'd abſard, 


Hit. 1. 5. 15- that they who did agree 


;. Enquiry, 

(21) $Sub- 

ſeript"on on- 
ro Deo- 


in Doftrine , should 
yet fall out for Rites. And theſe are the 
Pious Thoughts of Our Gracious C onſtan- 
tine , un his Healing Declaration of 1660, 
eſpecially p. 15, 16, 17, Ge. 

3. About Subſcribing,only to the Do- 
Arine of the Church. 1 nothing doubr,but 
that the Aſent and Conſent by the late Law 

uired, 1s plainly limited to the We of 
Things: and theretore doth import no 
more, than an Allowance, in our Circum- 
ſtances, of thoſe things that muſt be uſed: 
whereby us, inefſet, only a more Authen- 
tique way of re-intorcing the Subſrciprion, 
beforg (and (till) injoyned. Bur yer Dif- 
ſenters generally chunk, that they reach 
to every Propoſition within the whole 
Compaſs of that Large Bcok, it nath re- 
lation to: whence 1s their dread of make- 
ingſucha Declaration. And rofay truth, 
upon that Suppoſition, 'twere very hard 
for a Conſciencious Perion to make {0 
Orcat 


(27) 
ou a venture ; were it fornothing cl{c, 

t the Miſtakes, which Tranflators, and 
the Printers arecxpos'd unto. - 

As for Subſcription, the Senſe of Mr. 
Chilingworth,, Archbiſhop Bramball, Dr. 
Sti.ing fleet, and Mr. Fowler (bclides all 
others) concerning it, obraineth genc- 
rally (as tar as I can underſtand) withall 
Contiderate Church-men: *Namely,co 
* pive Aflurance of our Peaccable Bchavi- 
* ourin the Church; where we believe,rhe 
*Conſtant Doctrine 18 ſo good,that who- 
*ſoever doth our age” hve accord1 
*roit, ſhall unboubredly be faved ; 

* that there 1s no Errour of that Nature in 
* It, as may neceſlitate or warrant any. to 
*difturbir's Peacc or renounce Commus- 
* nion with the ſame. Which are, almoſt 
chroughour the very words ofthe * Fir 
Man quoted; and wherewith all the ret 
—_ /. for the Subſtance. of what he 
|" ; ifthey did not light cheir Can- 

le with him. Nay , asthe rcafon of the 
thing ſcems neccſfarily ro require thus 
Senſe ; ſorhe Church's trequent.Licences, 


for the publiſhing of ,do,to approve and 
£ Couutcnance, which 
D 2 


{tric it : beſide 
the 


/t ® Pref, ro Au- 
thor, N. 4t 


( 28.) 
the Authors thernſclves, mention'd give 
thereto, Andſurely, there are but tew: 
Diſſenters (none of the ſober fort ) bur 
would be ready to give ſuch ſecerity for 
char good Behaviour. But we obſcrve, 
chey commonly think ( and who can help 
it?) that more-than this is intended by 
Subſcription ; and theretorc, rhey cannot 
dareto meddle with it. | 
Now fince the Great end thereof, 1s but 

to ſecure the Churches Peace: why ſhould 
not that Subſcription, now cnquured after, 
che rurn: ſince, xow Eſperialy, ns far 

more likely to attain that en{? Perhaps 
there 1s no great necd to lay the Emphatis 
ſo hard upon our preſent Stare. ''For it 1s 
Evident, that in thoſe Princes Reigns (as 
was before expreſs'd, and limited) Mini- 
ſters were not obliged unto more, (o: 
and yct the Churches Peace was preſerved 
berter; than when they after cameto be 
ſtricter tied up. AXing Edward's Injur- 
ions to his Bil were, 7 hat they ſbould 
not give Orders unto any bat thoſe that were 
learned in the Scriptures; nor deny them un- 
to any of them, being of honeſt Converſation 
and Living. No, nor give Licence to any to 


preach 


(29) 
preach, but fuch as they ſhould know (or 
aſſuredly truſt ) would not preach contrary to 
the Homilies of the King. So that here- 
by 'tis very plain, that Aſent ro Doftrine 
was all enquired afterthen. Which ſo 
continued tor-the better part of Queen 
Elizabeth's time. Archbishop Whitgift * 8. 8a 
being commanded in the 26. year pr, Ay 
Reign (tor 'twas no ſooner) to draw up == 
the 7hree Articles to be ſubſcribed to by Me. 
nifters, Which are the ſame with thoſe 
now in force, with little variation in the 
terms thereof. But had this Rigour ics 
expected Fruits? Do- we not read of 
more Unquietneſs that grew daily upon 
the ſame, in the Remains of Hers ; and 
the Succeeding Princes Reigns; anal ar 
laſt we findour ſelves in Flames, that al- 
moſt utterly had confumed Church and 
State togerher ? 

Let me this third time quote that Reverend 
Avthour , who ſhews himielf a Votary to the 
Peace of this our Proteſtant Church. His 
pallage I would note, is this ; Nothing hath Naked Truth ; 
cauſed more miſchief to the Church, than the * * 
Eft ibhiſbing new and many Articles of Faith 
(as thoſe to be ſubſcribed are by ſome ſuppos'd 


to be) and requiring all to Afſent wato them. 
And verily, were it ſedately thoug hr of, could 
it 


Sar Hat. L. 1, 
Eſpecially p. 
15. 19, ©c- 

, Enquiry, 


( 30) 


it ſeem otherwiſe than very hard ; that not- 
withſtanding 1 ſhall own the Apeſites Creed ( as 
'tis commonly called) the Arcene, and the 
Ath in 1ſian,togerther with the fuller Fxplication 
of them in the Dotrime of our Church, together 
with giving utmoſt atſurance of a Peaceable 
Behaviour; | cannot yet be capable, wah. 
out Subſcribing More , of exerciſing the Mi- 
niſterial Fundion, tho mectly quahfied for ; 
and duly called to the fame ? This we are fore 
of ; that the firſt General Council was con 
tented with a great deal leſs. For the Sub- 
ſcription of the ſhort Nicene Creed , made both 
Biſhops and Presbyters paſs then for Perſons 
fit to be embraced in the Churches Boſome , 
and to be employ'd in their Reſpeqive Offices. 
Such was the Caxdor, luch the Charity, of thoſe 
Primitive Times | The very Counterpert of the 
Apoſtles Spirit. Hm that 15 weak in the Faith 
recerve , but not to doubtful Driputations. And 
thry that are firong ought to bear the inffrmit ie8 
of the weat,and not to pleaſe themſetves: Rom. 
14- 1-& ig. 1. Yea Cur Graczrous Soveraigs in 
his Declaration about Ecclefeaſtical Aﬀ airs 
1660, hath trod exaQtly in the Bletled Apoſtles 
Steps , both with _— unto this Point and 
that laſt before , with ſo much Chrifian Can. 


dour , Condeſcenfion , and Cumplyance , that it 
may juſtly ſhame all otherwile minded, torhe 
imitation of Him. 

4. Laſtly About recerving Licence onel 
12)Re-Or- from the Biſhop , for thoſe brfore Ordiin'd b 
dination b- Pretbyters ; and not bring put totake New Or- 
ſprnſed with. ders. 


And 
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And ſurely ( I muſt hope ) that this will 
prove no formidable Motion ; and 1 ſhould 
think , would not much be grudg'd by choſe 
that will conſider calmly , That, 

t, Moff, who were ſo Ordain'd, knew not 
where a B:ſbop was to be found, and therefore 
could nor uſe him. And thoſe very few that 
knew , and did make uſe of him far Ordination, 
jeoparded their Preferment by the ſame. And 
therefore ſuch diſtreſs deſerves not Kigowr, bur 
Compaſſion rather. 

2. The Miniſters of the Reformed Churches 
abroad, who have none other than Presbyuters- 
al Ordinaiion , are owned by the Church of 
England for True Miniſters, and their Churches 
for True Churches alſo. 

3. Yea, and our Enghihh Biſhops have Con- 
ſerrated thoſe Miniſters,and made them I ; 
who) had before none other Ordination , 15an 
by Prerbyters. And tho ſome le then was 
made about it, yet 'twas over-rul'd and fo per- 
formed. 

. Laſtly, And the Learned and Piows Dean 
of Pant, hath ſaid and prov'd, that after Epif- 
copal Goverment was ſettled ina Charch , yet 
Ordination , 16+# and 1there, by Prebsyrers , 
was look'd upon” as valid. Which goes much 


—_— our Caſe requires. 
when what's paſt, ſhall wholly be_ im- 
ed ro the neceſſity of thoſe Wofus Times ; and 
or the time to come , due care be taken to pre- 
vent the like Diſorders ; 1 cannot fee, how ir%- 
by Good Men , for ſuch Great Ends as Peace 
and Safety, can find in their Hearts ro ſtick 
hereat. As 


(32) 

As for the _— of .\chsſme and Fation; nay, 
of Sedition , Rebellion , which may be in- 
ſiſted on, as the T we Cauſe of this Exiravagas- 
cy and & - jp ; the far Greateſt Part of thoſe 
concerned in the begging this Indulgeace,, 
can honeſtly waſh their Handsin Innocency, from 
being Active in: and therefore humbly h 
Their Fathers eating of ſvwr Grapes , ab 
wot (et threr Teeth on edge. 

Therefore upon the whole, Conſidering in 
one 4 the fear of God what inevitable dangers and mi- 
what mughry ſerzes , our longer Diſtances and Dit /coms do 
pms 14 expoſe us to ; together with the Bleſſed Bene- 
mn four fts,to ourSclves,and our Pofteriy,which Bro. 
Drufin, wid therly Union doth ailure Us of ; beſides thoſe 
win Sa * Sirifieft Ties ow Holy Profeſſion layeth on us, 


fulHarveſt they k 
bave nongt to leave no ſtone unturn'd 


« corng® of it : Lay, conſidering thele things , as we 
— ought to do, no prrit Revenge, no Secret 
ot then ; and Grudge, no Sorry -alou s ” no Secular Ine 
Re es FefF wharſcever , ſhould create Averſenefs, or 
have entred in damp our Zeal for Speedy Accommodaiien on 
« neu wo ſuch Chriſtian Terms as theſe. Doubtleis all 
which we has thoſe (ſuch are my hopes) that prize 1he Goſpel, 
—— their Brethren; pity Foberity, andin 
_—_— a word, Sreb not their own, but the Things 
p. 25, of Telus Chrift , cannot bur - rm doing 
"2 mat i*- bout this Bl:frd Service; yea $ the Almighty's 


_—_ = _ Bleſſing will be with themin it; for it 5 writlew, 


BLESSED ARE THE PEACE-MAKERS, 
FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED-- 
THE CHILDREN OF GOD. 


M atth. 5. 6. 
FEMTSTLz 


